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3. Define a “case” and start case-finding

Place

What should we call a case?



Unit of interest for case definition

• Individual animal: cattle, buffalo, dog, cat, chicken
• Subgroup population:
➢ Farm/herd/flock: poultry, duck, buffalo, beef, goat
➢ Village: village, subdistrict



Example; FMD outbreak investigation

6

▪ Case: A household, in Village A, with at least one 

cattle or buffalo developed one of these following 

signs/symptoms during 1 Jan 2017- 2 Feb 2017

✓ Salivation, mouth ulcer, hoof wound, lameness, 

stiffness, sudden death of a calf

Unit of interest

Place

Animal

Time



4. Descriptive data collection and analysis
• Data (Determinants, Time, Place, 

Animal, Potential factors,…)
• Sources of data? Primary data vs 

Secondary data
• How can we get the data?
• Active case finding → Start case-

finding systematically & record
observation

survey

Focus group

Data reviewing



Prevent introduce/spread agents?



Prevent introduce/spread agents?



Real situation → be 
professional and be careful

Ideal → good restraint 











PPE



Bias? 



Cases VS. non cases seeking

Analytic study
Factor 

VS 
Disease



Descriptive data analysis
• Entry data → Line listing

Back up your work



➢ Small number of cases →
rabies

➢ No comparative group
➢ Representative 
➢ Time limitation
➢ The location (Soo far/So 

difficult to reach)
➢ Conceal information
➢ …
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